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MAKING OBSERVATIONS

How can we help learners make careful
observations while encouraging wonder and
curiosity?




| Notice, | Wonder, It Reminds Me Of

is learner-centered and nature-centered;
promotes inclusion and agency;
promotes cultural relevance;

supports engagement and equitable
participation;

supports language acquisition;

scaffolds learning skills.
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“Every observation is the answer
to a question. Our job is to find  §;
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the right questions.” —Todd X
.wNewberry ”
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IT REMINDS ME

«.SOMETHING ELSE T
HAVE SEEN.

.3 FEELING. «.SOMETHING I READ.

«.THE LAST TIME I sAaw
THIS BIRD.

et METAPHOR.

«.AN BNALOGY. > . SOMETHING I LEARNED.

P e SOMETHING THAT
W SOMETHING I SAW ON TV , ’-' ™ 4 HAPPENED WHEN I WAS
; A KD,



The panoramic view...




 Slow down.
« Get down.
 Look around.
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“They (the kids) loved it and won't come
in for lunch—made teacher cry—[a good
thing]. The kids never saw it coming.
[They] went from blah to wow in 10
minutes. What would normally take
hours was 20 minutes in which we
couldn’t get them out of the forest.
Best day ever’
—15-year Field Instructor after leading
| Notice, | Wonder, It Reminds Me Of
for the first time
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when encouraging learner observations?
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What kinds of instructional choices do we have to
make when encouraging learner observations?
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Anthropomorphism ~ Naming and Identifying




What kinds of instructional choices do we have to

make when encouraging learner observations?

Anthropo'mo_(phiSm e ""f\lamingand Identifying

 Read over both topics and the ch0|ces on each end of
the continuum.

* Choose one topic to begin discussing.
* If time permlts choose another toplc to discuss.




Group Agreements for Discussions

» Listen actively and share ideas.
 Share and ask for evidence.

* Build on ideas of others.

» Keep an open, curious mind.

» Disagree respectfully to increase
understanding.

* Pay attention to participation.




What kinds of instructional choices do we have to
make when encouraging learner observations?
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Anthropomorphism
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When deciding how to approach a learner—organism
interaction, it can be useful to
ask ourselves:

. What is the learner’s relationship with this
organism?

* How can Il invite this learner to build a deeper
relationship with this organism?

* How can Il invite this learner to continue to
observe and understand this organism?

* How can | support this learner to enter the world

of this organism?
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What kinds of instructional choices do we have to
make when encouraging learner observations?
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Naming and Identifying
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Don’t be automatic.

MAKE THOUGHTFUL,
INSTRUCTIONAL
DECISIONS.
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Newish |qleas I gleaned from t11e session
are... &

Somethiﬁg’fl’m struggling wi,/th iS...

I’'m now wbndering about...

Ways | can apply these things to my own

u;nstructlon are...
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| journal Reﬂectlon

“How-can we help learners make careful observatlons Whlle ‘
‘ encouraglng Wonder and cur:osrty’ -

| Re'qord“yo’u f f»\h‘olugvhts ~a;bdut‘:‘
o Newish idéas gleaned from this session -
e \What helped me to learn today was...

e I'm still wondering about...

e Some ways | could apply these ideas to my instruction are...
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